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AT A GLANCE  

What we do:  We use play-based activities, games and sports to teach 

children how to protect themselves from disease, encourage them to attend 

and stay in school and model ways to resolve conflict to create a peaceful 

community.  

 
We know that children learn by repeating an activity until it becomes a habit. 

Children participate in our programs twice a week so that the lesson is 

understood and becomes a natural part of their lives. 

 

How we do it:  We train local volunteer community leaders and teachers as 

Coaches to run our programs. In collaboration with these Coaches we develop 

programs based on the needs of their communities. Today we have over 

16,400 volunteer Coaches worldwide.  

WE ARE: A global organization that uses the transformative power of play to educate and empower children 

facing adversity. We were founded in 2000 by Johann Olav Koss, social entrepreneur and a four-time Olympic gold 

medalist.  

  

OUR MISSION: Is to use sport and play to educate and empower children and youth to overcome the effects of 

poverty, conflict and disease in disadvantaged communities.  
 

 
 

WHO WE REACH AND WHERE:  We reach over one million children in disadvantaged communities in more 

than 20 countries across 5 continents. Half of these children are female. 

  

OUR SUPPORTERS: In addition to government, corporate, private and foundation partners, we are supported 

by a global network of professional and Olympic athletes from more than 40 countries. As role models, these 

athletes inspire children and lend their voice to our cause and the Sport for Development and Peace movement.  

 

OUR IMPACT:  We are making a difference in children’s lives in these three main areas: 

1. We improve the Quality of Education by using games to teach. We see improvements in educational quality 

including improved academic achievement, school readiness and attendance.  

 

2. We transform Health Practices by educating about disease prevention. This includes HIV and AIDS, malaria, 

hand washing and even basic sanitation. 

 

3. We build Peaceful Communities by teaching tolerance, inclusion, and conflict resolution. While helping heal 

children and communities affected by war, we are helping to build more peaceful futures.   

 

 

TO LEARN MORE:  Visit us at www.righttoplay.ca    


